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RONALD COOPER — 100TH BIRTHDAY 

Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.10 pm]: I rise today to talk briefly about a man 
who would consider himself an average Western Australian, but who is in fact one of the giants whose service this 
community has been the beneficiary of. Ronald Cooper was born in the dying months of the First World War and, 
like many born during that horrible time in our history, he went on to be a participant in the Second World War. 
Ron was of English–Irish heritage, and his grandmother was a convict—seven years deportation for stealing 
a cloak, I am told! 

Ron was a bomber pilot during World War II, flying with No 13 Squadron—the same squadron, incidentally, 
a young Gough Whitlam joined as a navigator in 1942. Just as great as his feats as a pilot during the war was his 
commitment in the years afterwards, which Ron spent flying all over the world, repatriating people displaced by 
the conflict. In 1949, four years after the end of hostilities and having left the Royal Australian Air Force, Ron took 
a trip to Carnarvon with a girlfriend and has been living there ever since. A true servant to this great state, he 
managed the whaling station for 16 years and then had a 23-year career with Main Roads before he was, in his 
words, forced to retire. 

Last month Ron turned 100 years old—an ordinary Western Australian with an extraordinary story to tell. His family 
were at his side, as well as some current serving RAAF personnel and a fresh set of medals provided by the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs—medals that Ron had not applied for at any time in the 70-plus years since the war. 

My personal thanks go to another outstanding veteran, Mr Kevin Otway, from the ex-service organisation 
Warrior Racing Limited, who travelled to Carnarvon on my behalf to help facilitate this fantastic celebration of 
Ron’s birthday. I congratulate Ron on his 100th birthday and I thank him for his service to our country. 
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